Peripheral nerve injury by chymopapain injection.
Chymopapain injected into the intervertebral disc space (chemonucleolysis) has been used clinically in patients with disc disease with success. Neurosurgical complications secondary to the procedure have, however, been reported. In this study, the authors have investigated the possible neurotoxic effect of chymopapain on the peripheral nerve in rat and primate models. While the extrafascicular injection caused no nerve fiber damage, the intrafascicular injection caused dose-related nerve fiber damage in both species.